
 

Dear Friends                                 December 2020
  
And so we come to the end of this challenging and extraordinary year. We hope you are graced with heath, support and 
stability. 
 

Zambia has not been much affected infection wise, but very hard hit economically. The employment situation is 
devastating. Luckily we can still keep all our staff, at Waterberry and Tukongote, and know that they have food on  
their tables. 
 

Time flashes past in a whirl and a flurry! At Tukongote it feels like we are busier than we have ever been. 
 

In amongst this busyness and the chaos of the world, being in Nature keeps us sane - present and grounded, nurturing, 
bringing peace. Regardless of what is going on, the natural cycles simply continue. Like the new buds on these young 
Baobab trees … one day they just appear … and the trees get their leaves … and life goes on … 
 

                                     
 

Like the flow of the river and the ever-changing water level of the Victoria Falls. In July we showed pictures of the Falls  
in full flow. Here, in November, they are at their dry season lowest. What an awe-inspiring sight to see and experience the 
presence of this sheer rock face. And life goes on … 
 

            
 

Waterberry Lodge remains closed since March 2020, and will be for a while yet, until guests feel confident to fly to us.  
The grounds and buildings are still well looked after, and the flowers are in full bloom in this wonderful rainy season.   
As we are working on a new website, we have had some special photos taken. Oh, to be able to share this beautiful  
space and its gentle people with the world again! 
 

     
 
 

 
 



 
Having been forced to close in March, schools reopened for all grades in September. They had previously only opened  
for exam grades 7, 9 and 12 in June. It was such a joy and blessing to hear the children’s laughter at the schools again. 
Schools reopen for the new year on 18 January. What will this new year bring, we wonder …? 
 

A picture paints a thousand words … J 
 
 

      

     

       

     

 
 
 

“Here at school, I am not the best, but I am trying my best. Your family is my family, and my family is your family.” 
Nalisa Sililo, Grade 9, Kazungula Secondary School 

 



 
The teachers and staff are very happy and relieved to be back at school. They did an excellent job of preparing and 
marking homework while schools were closed. Teacher Rachael, Tukongote, tells about their celebration of Teachers’ Day:  
    
  “It was on 5th October when we had World Teachers’ Day celebration. Despite the pandemic of COVID-19, we were    
  allowed to celebrate in small groups, following health guidelines. There were 29 people in attendance. It was a good day.   
  We interacted with fellow teachers from neighbouring schools on how they teach and other educational based issues. 
 
 Three teachers from Tukongote, one from Liyemo and one from Big Tree were awarded for working hard. We had fun  
 and a lot to eat. I wish all the days to come, it will be the same.” 
 
The teachers were treated to a barbeque at a local recreation venue, and school support staff had their own celebration 
with a sunset cruise on the river. 
 

      
 
  Our July newsletter featured entries into The Earth Project art competition in Wales. We were so excited to receive news that  
  2 of our entrants had won cash prizes! Samati, son to Waterberry waiter Webby (below left), won the 6 – 10 years category.  
  And Precious, daughter to Tukongote cook Linda (below right), won the 1 – 5 years category. It was the best news all year!!! 
  Have look at https://theearthproject.world/pandemic-people-and-planet/kids-global-art-competition/  for details and photos  
  of our entrants and the children creating their drawings. We are super proud of them all! 
 

     
 

Thankfully we have been able to resume distribution of the reusable sanitary pads. We are now on our second round of 
distributions to girls at local schools. 
 

         
 
 
 

“We study, and the truth is that here our friends are books.”   Precious Wamunyima, Grade 9, Kazungula Secondary School 
 
 
 



 
It has been a difficult year at Kazungula Secondary School – both for the administrators and the 50 students we 
sponsor. Reduced school fee income, with many parents unable to pay, resulted in big financial strain. Feeding 680 
pupils each day is an expensive operation. Through generous donations, we were able to supplement their food 
supplies, and provide the school with a submersible pump and storage tank to pump water from the river to their 
vegetable gardens. They had previously been using the municipal drinking water supply at great expense. What a 
rewarding sight to see the water flowing onto their crops!  
 

                                
 

Waterberry hosted Kazungula School’s top 40 students for a special reward celebration. The Grade 9’s and 12’s 
who achieved the highest results in their mock exams were treated to a cruise on the river. We are super proud that  
4 of the 13 Grade 9 Tukongote sponsored students were in the top 20, including Esther (below centre) who achieved 
the highest results in the grade. Of course, they could not resist the swimming pool! It was wonderfully heart warming 
watching their joy at being in the water - A real feel good day! 

 

         
 

It is always inspiring to be with our sponsored children. At the November photoshoot, I noticed a subtle difference in the   
demeanour and appearance of the children. It is clear that the events and stresses of the year have aged and impacted  
children worldwide, and even rural Zambia is no exception. 
 

         

    
   

 

“Education is the most powerful key that can make me to live a standard life. I am happy.” 
Martin Mwape, Grade 8, Kazungula Secondary School 

 



 
 

The Waterberry Tukongote Agricultural Co-operative Project is progressing well. 12 people attended a training course 
at Clearwater Organic Farm outside Livingstone, learning new, more productive farming methods. They have become 
the trainers and are imparting the knowledge and skills learnt to community.  
 
Community members have spent much time clearing fields and preparing compost, getting ready for planting crops. 
61 compost piles (a total of 320 cubic meters of organic material collected from Waterberry grounds and the area 
surrounding the villages) have been prepared out of a target of 100. This is what is needed to form the foundation of 
the newly prepared fields. A special THANK YOU to Texel Foundation for making this all possible! 

 

    
 

The school veggie gardens have produced well. The children love being out, tending the gardens. Next year, each  
class will have its own field, and the children will be taught the new farming methods. 
 

    
 

      It is especially rewarding and heart-warming to see the fruits of their labour.  
 

     
 
      In preparation for a new and exciting year and our first Grade 4 class, we welcome new teachers Tamara (in red below), 
      Sharon (in black below) and Daniel (in white below). Daniel joins us from neighbouring Siandunda Primary. He married his    
      beloved Priscilla in November. We now have 2 brother & sister pairs. Wilson & Sharon (middle left) and Miriam and Danny 
      (middle right).  
 

     
 

 
“When I saw I was a successful gardener, vegetables were even more sweet to eat.”   

David Sampa, Grade 10, Kazungula Secondary School 
 
 



 
 

Thanks to your generous support, there are always exciting projects in progress …The new computer room will be  
furnished and stocked so that next year all primary school children will have dedicated learning time there. IT skills  
training will also be open to adults as part of the Study Centre offerings.  
 

A borehole has been drilled at Tukongote. It will provide clean drinking, washing and cooking water. 
 

                    
 
Donated by Mr and Mrs Jay Shah and family of Shah Hardware in Livingstone, is our new classroom block for Grades  
5 – 7. The building is in honour of Jay Shah’s late parents. The late Mr Shah was a teacher in India, who came to Zambia    
in the 1950’s and started a construction company. We are most grateful that you chose us as recipients and custodians  
of this memorable tribute. THANK YOU! 
 

       
 
  The year ended with joyous celebrations … 
 

9 of our teachers had completed their studies at teacher training college at the end of 2018, having studies at college during 
the school holidays. They passed all exams and qualified as teachers. Due to a complicated “only in Africa” story, they did 
not receive their diplomas or have a formal graduation at the time. Better late than never, a graduation ceremony was held in 
the village church next to Tukongote School. It was attended by 300 family members and friends of the graduates. 
 
Our hearts filled with pride to see them in their gowns and hats, knowing the long journey, dedication and hard work that 
preceded this honour. A big THANK YOU to Texel Foundation for sponsoring these teachers. Your legacy lives on  
through them and the little ones they will be teaching and influencing for years to come! 
 

     

      
 
    



 
 
  Mr Shah and the staff of Texel Foundation generously sponsored the Christmas parties at Tukongote School, Liyemo Preschool  
  and Big Tree Preschool. There was lots of fun, concerts, singing, dancing, presents and food … 
 

     
 
 

       
 
 

       

           
 
 
 
   Sentiments shared by all of us here at Tukongote, to all of you reading this newsletter: 
 

“At this moment I am dropping this ink on this page with honor and gratitude, am very thankful for what you are doing in my life. I don’t know  
what I can do to thank you because this is priceless. Nothing can buy this. Its just too much … I really appreciate with all my heart.” 

Josephine Mukwela, Grade 11, Kazungula Secondary School 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

And from our Charity in the UK … 
 

“It would be so easy to talk at length about the difficulties this year has thrown at every single one of us, but in fact it’s a 
lot more fun to talk about how lucky we have been, for lots of reasons.  
 

We’ve been able to keep our staff at both the school and the lodge, because everyone agreed to a basic payment, a food 
allowance, and to take part in the farming project which (thanks to the irrigation equipment, seeds, tools and fencing 
donated), has added much needed nutrition to the community food supply. Our schoolchildren have been taught (with 
boundless enthusiasm from teachers, school staff and pupils) and fed. The lodge is ready to open as soon as it is safe to 
fly. Apart from massively disrupting everyone’s livelihoods, the virus has not had a major health impact on us, thank 
heavens.   
 

A significant part of our luck is our generous donors, like you, who have not only helped hugely with the wellbeing of our 
community but have boosted our morale as well – knowing that we can continue with the projects in spite of what is 
happening around the world.  
 

We love the quotes from the schoolchildren that Lynette has included in this newsletter, and we would like to add another, 
from Esther Mutoiwa who has qualified as a teacher after being sponsored through her GCE exams and teacher training.  
She says everything, for all of us, “All my education life has been a miracle of just being helped by well-wishers like you 
people. Thank you very much for your love, care, mercy and your endless help.” 
 

And to symbolise how to be bold in the face of adversity in this difficult year, here are pictures of Chichi, whose mother 
was swallowed by a python when he was only about a week old. Rescued by the Waterberry staff, and now living happily 
with a new monkey family in a rescue centre in Lusaka – where they are undoubtedly working out how to get into guest 
rooms in order to try on all the cosmetics and get away with the things that only cheeky monkeys can do. 
 

             
 

So, Chichi can’t wait for us to be open again (!) and nor can we – it’s been a long quiet year, but so many good things 
have happened and there are so many to look forward to. 
 

We thank you for all your donations, good wishes and messages. Without you none of this would be possible. 
 

We wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a healthy, happy and successful 2021.  May all our dreams come true. 
 

Rob, Tessa, Pamela and Mandy, Trustees – Waterberry Community Projects Limited” 
 

 

We leave you with these words of comfort and hope from Mirriam Makwaza, 16 years old, Grade 10, Kazungula 
Secondary School: 
“I know that it is not easy for you people there, but just know we are all supporting you here and things will be alright. Just 
don’t worry too much. Everything is going to be alright as we are all together supporting each other.” 
 
In gratitude and with much love  
 
…. and as they say in Zambia, “Mary Christmas” 
 
Lynette, Michael, Tessa, Rob and the Tukongote Team xxx 
 
 

All shall be well, 
And all shall be well, 

And all manner of things shall be well 
 

Julian of Norwich 
 

 
 


